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especially to defend himself against the revolts in the
Low Countries and against the attacks of the Turks.
From 1575 he assumed the offensive.

He conquered Portugal (15^0), and forced the
Cortes of Aragon to give up its privileges; he was
thus absolute master in the whole peninsula.

The Low Countries had again rebelled; Dutch
pirates, surnamed the "Beggars of the Sea/' under the
pretext of religion, captured the ships ol Philip's sub-
jects, and had taken by surprise the small town of firiel
(1572). The towns in the North revolted; the Span-
ish army sent to subdue them massacred nil the inhab-
itants of the towns which surrendered; Haarlem and
Leydeii preferred to resist to the end. The siege of
these cities in mid-winter caused the death of a part
of the Spanish soldiers, the others rebelled, and the
king was obliged to authorize the States of the Low
Countries to levy troops in order to fight its own sol-
diers.

All the provinces were then in arms, and their repre-
sentatives formed a league for self-defence (1576).
They recognized as sovereign, first, an archduke of
Austria, then a brother of the King of France, and
finally relapsed under the dominion of Philip II. The
seven northern provinces only, less populous and less
wealthy, remained independent, because Philip II.
recalled his army to attack Henry IV. at the very mo-
ment when it was on the point of putting them under
complete subjection.

Philip was chiefly occupied with France and Eng-
land. In France he had concluded a treaty with the
chief of the League, Henry of Guise, and had furnished